Kolbe Cathedral High School

Summer Reading Requirements

OPTION #1
Choose ONE book from Group A and ONE book from Group B.  It must be one book from each group.  THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS!  

Honors level students, including AP students, must also read the third book listed.  

Everyone will be tested on summer reading books on the first full day of school or sooner.

Passing the summer reading test is required to earn credit English

Students may earn 5 bonus points toward the summer reading test if a graphic organizer (see attached) is completed and handed in the first day of school to the period A teacher.

Any student who is unable to pass the summer reading test in TWO tries is required to attend summer school at Kolbe Cathedral for a fee of $125.

You must go to the book store immediately because you will have to order the book and wait for it to arrive. 

Sophomore Reading List


Group A



1. C is For Corpse by Sue Grafton



2. Mutation by Robin Cook


Group B



1. Having Our Say by the Delaney Sisters



2. Days of Grace by Arthur Ashe


Honors Only



You must read one book from group A, one book from group B, AND
                          1984 by George Orwell

Junior Reading List


Group A



The Dead Zone by Stephen King



And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie


Group B 



Singin' and Swingin' by Maya Angelou




Never Cry Wolf by Farley Mowat

             Honors Only

                          You must read one book from group A, one book from group B, AND 



Othello by William Shakespeare

              A.P. English Only
                          You must read one book from group A, one book from group B, AND 


             A Room of One's Own by Virginia Woolf
Senior Reading List


Group A



Dolores Claiborne by Stephen King



Jubilee by Margaret Walker


Group B



Hunger of Memory by Richard Rodriguez



She Said Yes by Misty Bernall
Honors Only

                          You must read one book from group A, one book from group B, AND 

                           Kaffir Boy  by Mark Mathabane
A.P. English Only
                          You must read one book from group A, one book from group B, AND 


             A Room of One's Own by Virginia Woolf
OR

OPTION #2

Summer Reading Alternative Assessment
Your second option is to write a paper on one book of fiction AND one book of non-fiction.  The paper is due on the same day as the summer reading tests, usually the first full day of school.  
The paper must be 2 pages, typed Times New Roman font sized 12.  Choose any of the following prompts to guide your paper:  

· What similarities are there between the characters in the novel and your life?

· How is/are the main character/characters different from you?

· What would this story be like if the main character were of the opposite sex?

· Why is the story set where it is? And if you were to change the setting where is this new setting and why is it here?

In your paper you must PROVE TO ME YOU HAVE READ THE NOVEL.
SOPHOMORE CLASS:

FICTION: Nothing, by Janne Teller
Reading level: Young Adult, 240 pages. Publisher: Atheneum (February 9, 2010) ISBN-10: 1416985794 ISBN-13: 978-1416985792
A group of Danish seventh-graders have their insulated suburban world jolted when classmate Pierre Anthon stands up and announces, “Nothing matters.” He promptly takes up residence in a plum tree and creates an existential crisis among the group with his daily reports on the pointlessness of life. Feeling a need to refute the alarming notion, the kids decide to assemble a pile of objects that will prove Pierre Anthon wrong. It starts simply: Agnes gives up her favorite shoes; Dennis, his beloved books. But as each sacrifice grows in intensity, each kid enacts revenge by demanding an ever-greater sacrifice from the next. With chilling rapidity, the “heap of meaning,” which they keep stored in an abandoned sawmill, is towering with gut-wrenching artifacts of their loss of innocence—if innocence is something that ever existed.

NONFICTION: The Dark Game: True Spy Stories, by Paul B. Janeczko
Reading level: Young Adult, 256 pages Publisher: Candlewick;(October 12, 2010) ISBN-10: 0763629154, ISBN-13: 978-0763629151
Since the Revolutionary War, espionage has created fascinating scenarios involving some quite unlikely participants. From Benedict Arnold and Mata Hari to the lesser-known Elizabeth Van Lew and Juan Pujol, Janeczko delves into their stories with delicious detail, drawing readers into a world of intrigue and danger. Did you ever wonder why invisible ink works? How a code breaker deciphers a message? Or whether dentistry could affect a secret agent's success? The answers to these questions and more can be found here.

JUNIOR CLASS:

FICTION: Please Ignore Vera Dietz, by A. S. King
Reading level: Young Adult, 336 pages, Publisher: Knopf Books for Young Readers (Oct. 2010) ISBN-10: 0375865861 ISBN-13: 978-0375865862
High-school senior Vera never expects her ex-best friend, Charlie, to haunt her after he dies and beg her to clear his name of a horrible accusation surrounding his death. But does Vera want to help him after what he did to her? Charlie’s risky, compulsive behavior and brand-new bad-news pals proved to be his undoing, while Vera’s mantra was always Please Ignore Vera Dietz, as she strives, with Charlie’s help, to maintain a low profile and keep her family life private. But after Charlie betrayed her, it became impossible to fend off her classmates’ cruel attacks or isolate herself any longer. Vera’s struggle to put Charlie and his besmirched name behind her are at the crux of this witty, thought-provoking novel, but most memorable is the gorgeous unfurling of Vera’s relationship with her father.

NONFICTION: Simeon's Story: An Eyewitness Account of the Kidnapping of Emmett Till, by Simeon Wright
Reading level: Young Adult, 160 pages, Publisher: Lawrence Hill Books (January 1, 2010)
ISBN-10: 1556527837 ISBN-13: 978-1556527838

Wright was there when his cousin Till whistled at white cashier Carolyn Bryant; he shared the same bed as Till when two white men burst into the house to drag him away; and he was witness to the decades of scrutiny the case has wrought. Wright focuses on the crime with clarity and passion. His memoir is short and focused, with just enough context about living in Jim Crow Mississippi and, later, about how the incident colored his reactions to Dr. King and Malcolm X. His ground-level insights into the character of 14-year-old Bobo (We didn’t know that Bobo’s first name was Emmett until after he was killed) are invaluable.
SENIOR CLASS:

FICTION: Ship Breaker, by Paolo Bacigalupi
Reading level: Young Adult, 336 pages, Publisher: Little, Brown Books for Young Readers; 1 edition (May 1, 2010)

ISBN-10: 9780316056212 ISBN-13: 978-0316056212

In a world in which society has stratified, fossil fuels have been consumed, and the seas have risen and drowned coastal cities, Nailer, 17, scavenges beached tankers for scrap metals on the Gulf Coast. Every day, he tries to “make quota” and avoid his violent, drug-addicted father. After he discovers a modern clipper ship washed up on the beach, Nailer thinks his fortune is made, but then he discovers a survivor trapped in the wreckage—the “swank” daughter of a shipping-company owner. Should he slit the girl's throat and sell her for parts or take a chance and help her?

NONFICTION: Lost Boy, Lost Girl: Escaping Civil War in Sudan, by Jon Bul Dau
Reading level: Young Adult, 160 pages, Publisher: National Geographic Books (October 12, 2010)
ISBN-10: 9781426307089, ISBN-13: 978-1426307089

John Bul Dau survived hunger, exhaustion, and violence. His wife, Martha, endured similar hardships. In this memorable book, the two convey the best of African values while relating searing accounts of famine and war. There’s warmth as well, in their humorous tales of adapting to American life. For its importance as a primary source, for its inclusion of the rarely told female perspective of Sudan’s lost children, for its celebration of human resilience, this is the perfect story to inform and inspire young readers.

If you have any questions, I can be reached at:

englishrules81@yahoo.com   

Have a great summer.  Keep reading and keep writing!!!  Mr. Crocco.
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